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Magical    is blind;   pierce the stomach, and he is sick;  pierce the
images *v   head, and his head aches ; pierce the breast, and his breast
among toft
Malays, will suffer. If you would kill him outright, transfix the
image from the head downwards ; enshroud it as you would
a corpse; pray over it as if you were praying over the
dead; then bury it in the middle of a path where your
victim will be sure to step over it In order that his blood
may not be on your head, you should say:
w // is not J who am burying him^
It is Gabriel who is burying him"
Thus the guilt of the murder will be laid on the shoulders oi
the archangel Gabriel, who is a great deal better able to bear
it than you are.1 In eastern Java an enemy may be killed
by means of a likeness of him drawn on a piece of paper,
which is then incensed or buried in the ground.2 Among
the Minangkabauers of Sumatra a man who is tormented
by the passion of hate or of unrequited love will call in
the help of a wizard in order to cause the object of his hate
or love to suffer from a dangerous ulcer known as a tinggam.
After giving the wizard the necessary instructions as to the
name, bodily form, dwelling, and family of the person
in question, he makes a puppet which is supposed to
resemble his intended victim; and repairs with it to a
wood, where he hangs the image on a tree that stands quite
by itself. Muttering a spell, he then drives an instrument
through the navel of the puppet into the tree, till the sap of
the tree oozes through the hole thus made. The instrument
which inflicts the wound bears the same name (tinggam) as
the ulcer which is to be raised on the body of the victim,
and the oozing sap is believed to be his or her life-spirit.
Soon afterwards the person against whom the charm is
directed begins to suffer from an ulcer, which grows worse
and worse till he dies, unless a friend can procure a piece of
the wood of the tree to which the image is attached.8
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